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Overview 

This bill regulates data collection from event data recorders.  An event data 

recorder is a device or feature installed in a vehicle that records data concerning 

the use or performance of a vehicle, and is often used to assist in the investigation 

of a vehicle crash. 

Section   

1  Event data recorders.   

     Subd. 1.  Definitions.  Defines a number of terms used in the bill, including “event 

data,”  “event data recorder,” “owner,” and “owner’s agent.” 

     Subd. 2.  Event data recorders.  Paragraph (a) provides that data contained on an 

event data recorder is the personal data of the vehicle’s owner and may not be 

downloaded or retrieved by anyone other than the owner.  A list of seven exceptions to 

this general principle are provided in the bill.  

Paragraph (b) prohibits further release of data from an event data recorder, by a person 

otherwise authorized to download or retrieve it, unless one of five listed conditions 

exists. 

Paragraph (c) requires prominent disclosures in a subscription service agreement, if an 

event data recorder is capable of recording or transmitting event data as part of a 

subscription service. 

Paragraph (d) permits data to be collected from an event data recorder without a 

warrant or consent of the owner if, following a crash resulting in a serious injury or 
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fatality, data could be lost during a vehicle recovery.  This authorization only applies 

to data necessary to conduct and analyze a crash reconstruction. 

     Subd. 3.  Prohibition on destruction of data.  Prohibits knowing destruction of 

event data recorder data following a crash that resulted in death or serious physical 

injury, unless a reasonable amount of time has passed for a peace officer to obtain a 

search warrant for the data. 

     Subd. 4. Penalty.  Provides that a violation of this section is a misdemeanor. 

Effective date.  The bill is effective August 1, 2014, and applies to motor vehicles sold or 

leased before, on or after that date. 

 


